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sermon highlights!

#DEATHTOSELFIE!
WEEK THREE: WHEN GOD SHOWS UP IN THE MIDDLE OF NOWHERE!
In week 3 of Death to Selfie, Pastor Steven preached about Jacob’s encounter with God at Bethel. He shared 
that when we’re in places of transition and trouble, God shows up to reveal that He has been with us all along.!!
SCRIPTURE REFERENCES:!
Genesis 28:10-22!  ! Genesis 32:10!   Genesis 35:1-7!       Psalm 103:2-5!       Romans 12:1!!
IN THE MIDDLE OF NOWHERE!
-In Genesis 28, Jacob was on the run from his brother, Esau. He was traveling from the land of his father, 
Isaac, to the land of his relative, Laban. One night he stopped at a place called Luz, and while he was 
sleeping, God revealed Himself to Jacob in a dream and gave him a great promise. When Jacob woke up, he 
said, “Surely the Lord is in this place, and I was not aware of it,” and he renamed the place Bethel.!
-Jacob was in the middle of nowhere when he had his encounter with God. He was running for his life, and 
was far from the safety and security of everything he knew. As Pastor Steven said, some of the greatest things 
God will do in our lives are when we’re in transition or trouble.!
-To Jacob, Bethel was just a rest stop. He didn’t expect to meet God there. In our lives full of ambition, we 
often sacrifice contentment. But like Jacob, we need to wake up to God’s presence in every moment.!!
GO BACK TO BETHEL!
-After Bethel, Jacob proceeded to the land of Laban, where he was tricked into marrying Leah, and had to 
work many years for the hand of Rachel, the woman he loved. It was there that he had the sons who would 
become the 12 tribes of Israel. He eventually had to run from Laban with his family, and 20 years after his 
dream, God tells him to return to Bethel and build an altar there.!
-Pastor Steven explained that Jacob had to go back to Bethel after all those years to be reminded that God 
had started His purpose in Jacob’s life, and that He would be faithful to finish it.!
-Often, we can become dissatisfied with life as we see it. However, as Pastor Steven suggested, we can “go 
back to Bethel” any any time in our lives and remember the places where God has spoken to us.!!
BETHEL IS A PLACE OF REMEMBRANCE!
-Life had changed Jacob since his first time at Bethel. In Genesis 32, he remembered that he entered the land 
with just a staff, and God’s faithfulness had multiplied that to two camps worth of people and livestock.!
-As Pastor Steven pointed out, we all have Bethel’s. We all have places where we didn’t know and we weren’t 
sure, but God showed up in the middle of the night, in the middle of nowhere. We need to continually return to 
Bethel, whether we’re in success or in trouble, to remember the times God did it and no one else could have.!
-Psalm 103 instructs us to not forget the Lord’s benefits. By doing a 360º turn to look back over our lives, we 
will be reminded of all those Bethel’s-- all the things God has spoken to us, done for us, and promised us.!!
BETHEL IS A PLACE OF REVELATION!
-In Genesis 28, when God revealed Himself to Jacob, there was a revelation and an awakening. Jacob woke 
up to the reality of God’s presence with him. !
-Because Jesus died for us, we have the Holy Spirit alive in us. This means that God’s presence is in us. As 
Pastor Steven preached, Bethel is not just a place, it’s a Person Who is with us and within us wherever we go.!
-When God shows up in the middle of nowhere, He opens our eyes and changes NOWHERE to NOW HERE. 
God is here with us right now, and He’s been here all along. God doesn’t wait until we’ve “made it” to bless us.!!
BETHEL IS A PLACE OF RESPONSE!
-The first time at Bethel, Jacob made a conditional oath to God, saying if God did certain things, he would 
serve Him. But after going through struggles, Jacob returned with a limp and built an altar to God. An altar is a 
place of sacrifice. He was no longer negotiating his relationship with God, but laying down his life before God.!
-Bethel makes us realize that what we really need most is God’s presence going with us through everything. 
The response is to lay down our lives as living sacrifices to God, saying, “My life is Yours. My heart is Yours.”!
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sermon discussion!
Choose one of the main topics you wish to discuss with your eGroup and use the following discussion 
guide to facilitate your discussion. Don’t feel the need to ask every question; simple focus on the ones 
your eGroup is the most engaged with.!!
#DEATHTOSELFIE!
1. Where did you serve during Love Week? What was your favorite story or moment from this past week?!
2. Pastor Steven challenged us to get our “Wow” back. What are you saying, “Wow!” to God about this week?!!
IN THE MIDDLE OF NOWHERE!
3. Read Genesis 28:10-22. Have you ever felt like Jacob in verses 16 and 17? When was the last time you 

felt like God showed up in the middle of nowhere and amazed you? Share a few stories with your eGroup.!!
GO BACK TO BETHEL!
4. God worked for Jacob both when he was in transition and when he was in trouble. What did this look like in 

Jacob’s life? How has God shown up in your seasons of transition or trouble?!
5. How do these moments act as benchmarks in your faith? How do they encourage you in future times of 

struggle, discontent, or complacency? How can you use these moments to encourage others?!
6. What does it mean to “Go back to Bethel?” What “Bethel” can you back to right now to help you through 

your current season of life?!
7. Pastor Steven says that we set up Bethel wherever we go. What can you do to bring Bethel to your 

workplace, school, or into your home? How might this change how you view each of these places?!!
REMEMBRANCE, REVELATION, AND RESPONSE!
8. Remembrance: Jacob renamed Luz as “Bethel,” meaning “The house of God.” He did so to remember that 

place not as somewhere he didn’t want to be (the middle of nowhere), but as the place where He 
encountered God. What circumstance in your life needs to be renamed from Luz to Bethel? How can you 
encourage yourself to embrace a new perspective on a situation that seems less-than-favorable?!

9. Revelation: Pastor Steven preached that when God shows up in the middle of nowhere, He opens our 
eyes and reveals to us that He is “Now here.” Have you ever been in a desperate situation, only to realize 
that God had been there with you the entire time? What was it that opened your eyes to realize that?!

10.What are you praying to God for right now? What are you asking Him to reveal to you?!
11. Respond: In Genesis 35, Jacob built an altar to God and made sacrifices in the place where God revealed 

Himself to him. Read Romans 12:1. If Jesus has already made the sacrifice for our sins, how does God call 
us to respond to the way He constantly and faithfully shows up in our lives? !

ICEBREAKER!
Stuck In the Middle of Nowhere. Have you ever had your car break down in the middle of nowhere? 
Have you ever gotten really lost on a road trip? Have you ever found yourself stuck in a completely 
unfamiliar place? Share your best (and funniest) stories with your eGroup.!!
ACTIVITY!
The Old Has Gone, The New Has Come. When God shows up in the middle of nowhere, He has the 
power to transform us from being dead in sin to raised to life in Christ. In the #DeathToSelfie eGroups 
Challenge kit, you received a set of ten cards that say “The Old Has Gone…” on one side, and “The New 
Has Come!” on the other. Read 2 Corinthians 5:7 with your eGroup, then challenge your eGroup to 
identify one word to describe the “middle of nowhere” that you have experienced in your own life. How 
has God changed you? Write one word to describe your “new self” on the other side of the card. Snap a 
picture of your eGroup and tweet it to us @eGroups!
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