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When I started thinking about what role identity plays in my life, I thought of the image of a 
baseball. Why? In college, a roommate of mine and I would play a game we called "home run 
derby". We would take baseball bats, and a bucket of baseballs, and try to hit them out of a girls' 
softball field. This wasn't especially hard, since we were grown men, not little girls. 
 
I never played baseball, although I was athletic. One day, my roommate brought along a different 
ball. It indicated the speed at which it was thrown. I didn't want to tell him that I didn't know how to 
catch a baseball. We started to throw it back and forth, and after about six throws, I told him that 
his speed was in the mid 80's, so why not try for 90? He threw the baseball as hard as he could, 
and I caught it -- right in my crotch. So much for my image of an athlete. 
 
So much of our lives are driven by the choices we make and who we think we are -- or aren't. Or 
what we want to be. Essentially our identity. 
 
Peter outlines this in 1 Peter 2:9. Peter speaks about what it means to have an identity of 
following Christ in a time of the odds being very much against these people. He outlines four 
different titles regarding who we are. Today, we'll take a look at the second one. 
 
But I'd like to start a little earlier, in the previous verse. 1 PETER 2:8 - "'... a stone that causes 
men to stumble and a rock that makes them fall.' They stumble because they are disobedient to 
the message..." 
 
When we hear the word "disobedient", we see it as not doing what we should. But this is an 
incomplete definition. The word Peter uses means "not allowing oneself to be persuaded or 
believe." They are disobedient to the word - the word is the message of the Gospel. The Gospel 
tells us we are forgiven, redeemed, make new, precious, and loved. We are not worthless. Peter 
says they stumble because they refuse to believe the message of the Gospel. 
 
My hope is that you discover that there is a Gospel that tells us who we are. 
 
1 PETER 2:9 - But you are a chosen race, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, a people belonging 
to God, that you may declare the praises of him who called you out of darkness into his wonderful 
light. 
 
Here is who you are. 
 
Part 1 of this series covered how we are a holy nation. Now, we will cover what it means to be a 
"royal priesthood". When we discover who we are, we also discover why we are. 
 
How can we be a royal priest? I'm not royal. I couldn't be a priest. I couldn't live up to all the holy 
things I would need to do. 
 
There was a time when you'd be right. When none of us would measure up to what was required 
to be a priest. 
 
To be a priest in Old Testament Israel, there were some very strict criteria. The nation of Israel 
has twelve tribes. You had to be of the tribe of Levi in order to be a priest. Who you married 
determined whether you could be a priest. There were more details, outlined in 
 
LEVITICUS 21:16-23 - "The Lord said to Moses, 'Say to Aaron: "For the generations to come 
none of your descendants who has a defect may come near to offer the food of his God. No man 
who has any defect may come near: no man who is blind or lame, disfigured or deformed; no 



man with a crippled foot or hand, or who is hunchbacked or dwarfed, or who has any eye defect, 
or who has festering or running sores or damaged testicles. No descendant of Aaron the priest 
who has any defect is to come near to present the offerings made to the Lord by fire. He has a 
defect; he must not come near to offer the food of his God. He may eat the most holy food of 
God, as well as the holy food, yet because of his defect, he must not go near the curtain or 
approach the altar, and so desecrate my sanctuary. I am the Lord, who sanctifies." 
 
Peter, inspired by God, turns it all around. And one of the reasons he does so is because -- there 
was no such thing as a royal priest. Monarchy and religion were kept separate in Israel, unlike 
many other nations of the time. 
 
The New Testament writers are speaking of something new. Jesus, who is both King and Priest. 
It's different because of Him. In His glorious work, we are now royal priests as well. 
 
When I was a junior in high school I played basketball. I loved it. I was nervous when I was on the 
Varsity team. I didn't want to mess up in games. I'd feel that I wasn't good enough. Four weeks 
into the season, the assistant coach called us all over into a meeting. I will always be thankful to 
him. He said that he'd decided in nicknames for all of us, and even had our nicknames written out 
on business cards. He called us up one by one, gave us our nickname, and explained why he 
had given us that particular nickname. 
 
When it was my turn, he gave me the nickname "Silk". He explained that "His game is smooth. 
Everything he does looks like it's done with such ease." This changed my entire year. He'd call 
out my nickname when I played. It helped me believe in myself, and I had a great year. 
 
Jesus has called us up, and given us a card that says "Royal" on it. This is who you are. You are 
better suited for it than anyone. This is your identity. You are a royal priest. 
 
The Greek word for "royal" translates as "support of/to the people". It's a title of service and 
humility. Not how we typically think of royalty. This is then tied to the idea of priesthood. The 
priests care for the relationship between God and the people. 
 
What tasks of the priesthood are relevant to us today? I've selected two, because it's not just 
about who you are. It's about why you are. 
 
DEUTERONOMY 20:1-4 - "When you go to war against your enemies and see horses and 
chariots and an army greater than yours, do not be afraid of them, because the Lord your God, 
who brought you up out of Egypt, will be with you. When you are about to go into battle, the priest 
shall come forward and address the army. He shall say, 'Hear, O Israel, today you are going into 
battle against your enemies. Do not be fainthearted or afraid; do not be terrified or give way to 
panic before them. For the Lord your God is the one who goes with you to fight for you against 
your enemies to give you victory." 
 
One of the jobs of a priest is to stand with those who are fearful, and give them encouragement, 
to announce that there is something bigger than the fear that has paralyzed them. God is with 
you. 
 
I've had this play out for me. I have any number of phobias. One of the worst is a fear of heights. 
That includes driving in high places. One time, the college ABF was going up to Mt. Lemmon for a 
Leadership Retreat, and they invited me up on that Saturday. Because I was the pastor over their 
ABF at the time, I couldn't very well say no. I was terrified all that week. Ryan wondered what was 
wrong. I explained it to him. He said, "I'll go with you." We started driving, and Ryan kept me 
going, talking, and got me through it. This was huge for me. 
 
This is what it means to be a royal priest. We stand with them and offer encouragement. 
 



Secondly, to be a royal priest means to understand sacrifice. The priest grasps the 
destructiveness, and the brokenness of sin, and at the same time the beauty and healing and 
depth of grace. 
 
Think of Old Testament sacrifices -- burnt offerings. The priest had to kill the animal, spread its 
blood on the altar, and so forth. The priest understood the destructiveness and ugliness of sin. 
 
Sometimes this is hard to relate to. I was in the 8th grade when the Oklahoma City bombing 
happened. I saw it on TV, but I was a kid. It didn't really register that much. That summer, I was 
with a group that went to Oklahoma City, and I saw it in person. The ruins of the building, the 
names of the people who had died there. That brought it home. 
 
One additional note: The priest didn't convict a person of sin. That was the job of the prophets. 
 
A priest also understands grace. Consider how the land was divided in Numbers. Of the twelve 
tribes, only the Levites were given no land of their own. Instead, cities within the land of the other 
tribes were to be set aside for them. 
 
NUMBERS 35:6 - "Six of the towns you give the Levites will be cities of refuge, to which a person 
who has killed someone may flee. In addition, give them forty-two other towns." 
 
All the other tribes had to give cities to the Levites, which scattered the Levites throughout all of 
Israel. 
 
Six of these cities were cities of refuge. You could find grace and mercy there if you had sinned, 
broken the law, or killed someone. You could go to these cities. The priests in charge of these 
cities offered refuge, and mercy, and grace, and renewal. 
 
The more you discover who you are, the more you discover why you are. And why you are is to 
be a royal priest. 
 
At work, at school, with neighbors, with friends -- You can be the voice of hope, encouragement, 
grace, and renewal. What does it mean to be a royal priest? It means to be people who create 
places of refuge and mercy and grace and renewal. 
 
May we all do that.	  


