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Opener 
Ask someone in the group to open this meeting in prayer and specifically ask God to “speak 
to us” as we look into His word. 
  
Read 
Acts 9 & 13 
II Corinthians 12:7-10 
  
Engaging with God in a Group 
Today’s message could be summarized as follows, “Sometimes God speaks dramatically. 
Sometimes He speaks quietly. Sometimes He speaks in His silence.” 
  
The first week in this series, Pete shared four questions to ask as a framework for evaluating 
any big decision we’re facing. 

• Have you trusted Christ? Do you have the Holy Spirit? 
• Have you offered yourself to Christ in this? Do you see God’s mission as 

primary, mine as secondary? 
• Is this out of bounds? Is there anything biblical that would disallow it? 
• Will this help you grow? 

 

1. After going through all of those steps, have you ever had a big decision in front of 
you, pleaded with God to speak to you, and heard crickets? Share with us a time 
when this happened to you. 

2. Ask someone to read Acts 9. Then ask, how would you describe this example of 
discerning God’s will? Next, have someone read Acts 13 asking the group how they 
would describe this example of discerning God’s will? 

3. Have a group member read II Corinthians 12:7-10. Paul pleaded three times with 
God. The first two times, God was silent. The third time, he heard his still small voice. 
How would you describe this example of discerning God’s will? In your opinion, why 
did God respond this way? 

4. What has God said to you in His silence? 
5. Scott Dyer said, “If you hear crickets, make your list of pros and cons, talk with close 

friends, pray one last time, and choose. Have you tried this approach to discerning 
God’s will and, if so, how did that work out in your life? 

  
 
 
 
 
Engaging with God Alone 



1. Think about an area in your life where you seem to be hearing crickets instead of 
God giving you clear direction. Are you hearing God’s silent “yes” or silent “no?” 
Journal what your thoughts are about this and keep praying. 

2. After a week of praying and journaling, share with the group at your next meeting 
what you think God is saying to you. 

  
Closing Thoughts/Prayer 
Consider breaking into groups of three or four and spreading out around the house. As you 
share requests, focus on things pertaining to hearing from God as you think about what 
you’ve learned throughout the “Inside Voice” series.	  


