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Today we'll take a look at the fourth trait outlined in 1 Peter 2:9 
 
I'd like to start with a story about a minor league baseball plater named John Odom. The team he 
was on didn't need him, and a team in Canada really wanted him. Unfortunately for legal reasons, 
he couldn't live there. He had a bad run, but another team picked him up in a trade. But that trade 
was for -- ten baseball bats. Basically they were saying to him -- you're worth ten baseball bats. 
The fans picked up on this, and it got ugly, and within three months John Odom left baseball. He 
loved the game, and he was making a living at it, but he quit. He fell into drugs and alcohol, and 
within six months he'd died of an overdose. 
 
What happened? He felt that his life came down to just being a commodity that was worth ten 
baseball bats. It became a part of his baseball identity and he just couldn't live with it. 
 
The question I have is - What happens in general when we view our lives as nothing more than a 
commodity. Look at the commodities market and the stock market. They're always going up and 
down, often on nothing more than just perception. 
 
Do you ever feel that your spiritual life is a commodity, and you're just trying to keep your stock 
up? Get it just a little higher? It can be hard. Here's what I want to talk about, because it's a 
bigger struggle than we realize at times. 
 
Instead of living our lives like our name is written in the Book of Life, we feel like it's written in the 
New York Registry of the Spiritual Stock Exchange. 
 
Here's what I want you to know - God's Kingdom is not a spiritual stock exchange and you are not 
a commodity. 
 
We've been looking at these four traits from 1 PETER 2:9 - "But you are a chosen people, a royal 
priesthood, a holy nation, a people belonging to God, that you may declare the praises of him 
who called you our of darkness into his wonderful light." 
 
Let's look at the last of these traits. A "People Belonging to God." The Greek word is best 
translated "possession". You're the possession of God. It's a reference to the Old Testament, but 
when we think of this we usually think of it in a negative way. 
 
Think about Pharaoh, and how he sees the Hebrews. He feels threatened by them, but he also 
sees a labor force. He sees a commodity. Their value is in what they can produce. We see this 
attitude throughout history. Sparta, the Ivory Coast, and elsewhere, where people are treated as 
commodities. 
 
So the idea of being a possession is repulsive. We call is slavery. So what does Peter mean 
here? God turns the definition around. 
 
DEUTERONOMY 7:6 - "For you are a people holy to the Lord your God. The Lord your God has 
chosen you out of all the peoples on the face of the earth to be his people, his treasured 
possession." 
 
This is what Peter means - a "treasured possession". Kings had personal treasures, that was 
something of value well beyond its monetary worth. I have a 1924 Morgan Silver Dollar. It's part 
of my personal treasure. It doesn't really matter what silver is currently worth. My great-
grandmother gave this to me, with a personal note, when I was one year old. 
 



I looked through ancient history, and I found only one example where a kind gave up part of his 
personal treasure. Interestingly, it was in the Bible. King David gave part of his personal treasure 
to his son Solomon, so it could be used to help build the Temple. That was one of David's great 
desires. He wanted to build the Temple, but God told him no, saying that he had a bit too much 
blood on his hands for that. But God promised that David's son Solomon would build the temple. 
David could contribute with part of his personal treasure. He didn't need to do that. He knew what 
it meant. 
 
Let's translate that last part of 1 PETER 2:9 a little differently: "But you are a chosen people, a 
royal priesthood, a holy nation, a people of God's treasured possession, that you may declare the 
praises of him who called you our of darkness into his wonderful light." 
 
It's you. You're God's treasured possession. That's what Peter's talking about. To Pharaoh, they 
were just a commodity. To God, they're a treasure. That's the difference. That's our identity, to be 
God's treasured possession. 
 
Parents, you know what this is like, with your child, when he's born, or even if you've adopted a 
child. That's your child. You know what that's like. If I had to give up my life to save my child, I 
would do so. 
 
Think about what Jesus did for us. We were priceless to him. I want to go through a passage of 
Scripture that gets to this 
 
1 JOHN 3:16 - "This is how we know what love is: Jesus Christ laid down his life for us. And we 
ought to lay down our lives for our brothers." 
 
Parents, you know how much you love your child. Is it because you live your own life any less? 
No. It's that you've found something in your life that's worth more. 
 
John is saying that this is how we know what love is: Jesus values us more than his own life. That 
is the identity that Peter is getting to. 
 
There are two different lenses we can view our lives through - as a commodity, or as the king's 
treasure. As followers of Christ, we can look at our lives through one of these two lenses. 
 
When you view yourself as a commodity, you will always be a slave to something. Your value will 
always be at stake. A slave to your fears, to your income, to a promotion at work, etc. When we 
view it like that, those things rule our lives, and they'll win. Our fears become our slave masters. 
 
I was listening to talk radio recently, and a man who identified himself as a Christian related his 
views, and it became obvious that he'd tied his faith to our political system. That's the worst thing 
to tie your faith to. He was a slave to politics. Don't let yourself become a slave to the things of 
this world. 
 
Then there's the second thing about the commodity lens. When you view yourself as a 
commodity, you treat others as commodities. We see the second part of that verse, "...and we 
ought to lay down our lives for our brothers." And we don't get to that unless we love and 
embrace the grace and mercy that Jesus has loved us in a way of being the treasure. We'll live 
with the "oughts". What we ought to do, and it loads guilt and shame on us. It keeps us from 
being who we should. 
 
What do we do when we get caught in that place where we're eaten up by those "ought tos"? We 
start to feel condemned by things we shouldn't/ 
 
Here's the other lens - If you can view yourself as God's treasure, you will experience grace and 
rest in a whole new way. 



 
1 JOHN 3:19-20a - "This then is how we know that we belong to the truth, and how we set our 
hearts at rest in his presence whenever our hearts condemn us." 
 
It's not God condemning you, it's you condemning you. But we don't have to live that way. Here's 
what we can trust in 
 
1 JOHN 3:20b - "For God is greater than our hearts, and he knows everything." 
 
That's grace. God's greater and knows better than your heart. You don't have to feel guilty 
because you're in his grace. You can find rest and grace in God even when your heart is 
condemning you. That brings us to a place where our hearts can be cultivated where ut can be 
trusted. 
 
Two more things - 1 JOHN 3:21-22 - "Dear friends, if our hearts do not condemn us, we have 
confidence before God and receive from him anything we ask, because we obey his commands 
and do what pleases him." 
 
We get hung up there because we think pleasing God has more to do with us. But pleasing God 
is not about what we do. John is saying, "Let me give you a reason why you can confidently know 
you are pleasing God, and let it go." 
 
1 JOHN 3:23 - "And this is his command: to believe in the name of his Son, Jesus Christ, and to 
love one another as he commanded us." 
 
That's first, the simplest expression of the Gospel you will ever find. Become a Christian, and you 
have pleased him. Get off the spiritual stock market. 
 
"...to love one another as he commanded us." 
 
That's spiritual maturity. Become a believer, and make the aim of your life to love other people 
the way you want to be loved. Do this and you're on a path to rest and grace, to face the things in 
this world you're going to face. 
 
Think about the Diaspora, the dispersed. They were living out on the fringes, facing persecution, 
wondering if they were worth "ten baseball bats" to God. And Peter says, "No, you are a holy 
nation. You are the treasure of the King. The King of the universe." 
 
Make that your identity, and you will treat others as treasured possessions as well. And that 
becomes the beautiful expression of the church.	  


