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1 PETER 2:9 - "But you are a chosen people, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, a people 
belonging to God, that you may declare the praises of him who called you our of darkness into his 
wonderful light." 
 
Today in part 3 of our "Identity" series we'll discuss the third aspect of this, a "holy nation", or 
being holy. This one, more than the others, might make you feel uneasy. 
 
God is holy. How can we be holy? We can't measure up to that. Maybe it feels a little like when 
you were a kid, and your parents gave you a new pair of shoes, and you were instructed to keep 
them clean and in good shape. But this was a little unrealistic, right? You'd go out and play, and 
they'd get scuffed, or muddy. It's a nice idea, keeping the shoes clean and near, but it's really an 
unrealistic endeavor. 
 
Have you ever felt like your religious life is like that? It's like trying to take care of those shoes, 
and when we talk about holiness, it's a reminder of a life in God that seems unreachable. We can 
never live up to that standard. 
 
There's a reason what we struggle so much with this. It goes back to the Old Testament system. 
God rescues the Hebrews out of Egypt, and makes them into a people with their own holy identity 
in Him. 
 
LEVITICUS 20:26 - "You are to be holy to me because I, the Lord, am holy, and I have set you 
apart from the nations to be my own." 
 
Holiness is coming close to God, and being separate from all the things that would keep us from 
God. 
 
Consider the tabernacle that God had the Hebrews set up. As they wandered in the desert, he 
had them set up their camp around the tabernacle, because he wanted them to know that 
holiness was all about being close to God. "You are holy to me because I am holy. I am separate 
from all the other gods of the other people you have encountered. I am the creator of the 
universe." 
 
Inside the tabernacle was the holy place, and within that, separated by a curtain, was the Holy of 
Holies. This represented God. God is showing them, "I have set you apart from the nations to be 
my own." Holy meant to be set apart, to establish their identity. 
 
With all this comes the holiness code. Large sections of the Old Testament were devoted to all 
they were supposed to do. Most were about being separate from other things, in order to be close 
to God. Don't eat like other people, don't worship like them, dress like them, interact with them, 
don't be like those other people. 
 
And more, God provided a process of redemption. He knew they were going to make mistakes 
and sin. This was so they could make their way back. 
 
It was a nice idea that became an unrealistic endeavor on their part. They'd work at it, and always 
fall short. By Christ's day, it was so involved, that most people believed that God was 
unreachable. 
 
We've a;; been in that place where we "can't keep our shoes clean". Here's the beauty of what 
Jesus Christ did. He flips the whole notion of holiness on its ear. 
 
With Jesus Christ, God says, "I have decided not to be separate anymore." In Heaven, God is 



holy, but he separates himself from where he is to come to us. 
 
John says that, "The word became flesh, and dwelt among us." The religious leaders didn't 
understand Jesus. He didn't live as they understood holiness. He ate with people that their 
system said you shouldn't eat with. He spent time with people their system said were sinners. 
 
But instead of being contaminated by our world, power went out from him into the world. Sinners 
found forgiveness. The religious system was unrealistic and empty. Jesus changed it all. 
 
But there are moments when we struggle with what that means. We think we have to wait until 
we've cleaned up our lives on our own before we can come to God. Or maybe you grew up in a 
church that was full of rules and regulations and how things were supposed to be, and you could 
never measure up, and you want nothing to do with organized religion. Or maybe you live, 
constantly afraid of doing something that might displease God, and are just as afraid that you 
always do. It's all unrealistic. 
 
I once found myself living in a system of always trying to be right with God. There came a 
moment where I realized I didn't like who I was becoming. God led me back to a relationship with 
Jesus, when it's about Jesus saying, "I can redeem you -- who you are. I can make you whole." 
 
That's the beauty of what Jesus did on the cross, and with his resurrection. Jesus redeemed us 
for who we are - not what we'd have to do. 
 
Jesus gives the disciples a picture of this at one point. They're all gathered together, and Jesus 
washes their feet. This was a tradition, and it was something that was typically done by a servant, 
or at least the lowest person in the room. And yet here, Jesus does this for them. He was the 
Messiah, the Son of God, and they knew it. And he was lowering himself to wash their feet! 
 
Peter initially refused to let him do this. Isn't that like so many of us? We get caught in the system, 
and we think we can do this for ourselves. Jesus says, "Peter, if you don't let me do this, then you 
have no part of me." He's teaching the reality of how they are. He's saying, essentially, "You'll 
never be spiritual enough to wash your own feet. Let me wash you spiritually." 
 
Peter gets it. And he says, "Then wash all of me!" 
 
When Jesus was crucified, the curtain in the temple, that divided the Holy of Holies off from 
everything else, was ripped from top to bottom. This was like God was saying, "That which 
divided us is gone. You don't have to life the system of you trying to reach God anymore." 
 
What will you do when you realize the unreachable God has reached you and has made 
everything in your soul well? 
 
Maybe you've spent years trying to work the system, and you've gotten to the point where you 
know it can't be done, and you've given up on it. Maybe today Jesus has pulled you back to 
seeing this in a new way. It isn't about what you can take care of, but what's being offered to you 
right now. 
 
Embrace that new relationship with Jesus. 
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