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The Apostle Paul faced his approaching death with confidence in God, but also with real 
vulnerability. In this message from the concluding verses of 2 Timothy, Alistair Begg 
directs our attention to the important roles that Barnabas, Luke, Mark, and Tychicus 
played in the life and ministry of Paul. By their loyalty and usefulness, these men 
illustrate the practical value of faithful ministry to Christ and the providence of God in 
ordering even missteps and failures for His glory. 
 
2 Timothy 4:9- 
 
Understanding of importance of God’s people. We need one another.  
Paul would not have been happy with the concept of “Superhero.” Paul had reached the 
end of his journey. His assignment has been exercised. In the midst of that, He is actually 
vulnerable. In face, that we are not, we are not want to admit it. 
Demas, in love with this present world, deserted me. He was hurt.  He was not immune to 
the disappointment of losing friendship. All of Asia deserted me. 
Friends matter. “What a Friend We have in Jesus.”  
 
I so often am discouraged. He is sufficient in the Lord Jesus. Thorn in the flesh. I will all 
the more glory in my weakness…. when I am weak I am strong.  Paul is vulnerable to 
loneliness and boredom. Books and scrolls. V.11-Luke alone is with me. We have the 
loyalty of Luke. All of the departures are not desertion. Colossians 4-Our dear friend 
Luke the doctor. He needed a medical doctor. He was dying, the loyalty of Luke really 
manners. We don’t need resume virtues but eulogy virtues. Eulogy-loyalty, of spouse, 
friends, etc. No indication that he was a great evangelist, but his contribution to the cause 
was faithful and loyal to servant of Christ. One of my greatest Friends-Moody’s life is 
characterized by loyalty. Wise, good. He came to Londonderry church and stayed there 
until his death 61 years. A lifetime of loyalty.  
 
Tolkien says “Faithless is the man who says farewell in the face of darkness.” 
 
Our friendships now seem to come and go. Friendship is shallow. I will list me as one of 
your friends in Facebook. Selfless fidelity. When the fruit of the Spirit is the work of the 
Spirit of God, we will exhibit faithfulness.  
 
When confronted with His death, Christ saw it through. 
 
Often we have it upside down. The Bible says the parts we are not seen are more 
important. Church has a preoccupation with fame and popularity. 
 
As a warrior, you have a strong sense of loyalty. Marines never leave a man behind. 
 
Luke was loyal.  
 



Mark was useful. “Useful to the Master of the house.” Onesimus v.11 in Philemon, He 
was useless, but now is useful to you and to me. 
 
Paul and Barnabas separated from each other over Mark. Acts 12-Peter released, went to 
house of Mary and her son John Mark. Their home was in the heart of the Jerusalem. 
House used as a central gathering spot. It is also probable, it may have been the house 
where the upper room of Last Supper, upper room of Pentecost. Home is Jesus Christ is 
central and prayer was fundamental.  
 
Is not a surprise that Mark was part of the team of Paul and Barnabas was they. Acts 
13:5. John to assist them. John has the role of assistant missionary. 
Acts 13:8 John runs away. Perga, John left them and returned to Jerusalem. Pamphylia is 
where John called it quits. Paul’s reaction is such, Acts 15:36. Paul and Barnabas depart. 
Barnabas wanted to take John Mark. Arose a sharp disagreement.  
 
Barnabas took John Mark, Paul took Silas. Their disagreement lead to division, but by 
splitting up, they doubled in ministry. Disagreement happens, but the gospel was 
doubled. Mark was restored.  
 
Paul was apostle eventually called, “Get John Mark, he is useful to me.”  
 
Barnabus coaches John Mark, his cousin, Barnabas encouraged John Mark, Mark is 
already showing up. “Son of encouragement.” How thankful Mark was for Baranabas. 
That’s what makes us best together.  
 
It is vital for us to protect each other through the body of Christ. Acts 9-all of the 
disicples were nervous to take Paul, but Barnabas took Paul. Barnabas did take John 
Mark. Mark might be really regretful. He heard Jesus, encouraging.  
 
I’ve missed the opportunity. With God, failure is not final. What hope do we have? When 
the crossroad is missed. Mark proved useful. 
 
I don’t know if it caused Paul misgiving, but he admitted he was wrong. He wanted to 
take Mark. He’s not asking Mark for entertainment. Mark is useful to the ministry.  
Not just an errand boy. Mark himself is the ministry of the gospel.  
 
Alexander did great harm to the message. Get Mark to defend the gospel. 
The details are fairly straightforward. 
 
Paul’s strategic plan. I’ve sent Tychecus to get Mark. Tychecus is loveable.  
A beloved brother, a faithful minister.  
 
High praise. Mark had been deemed unreliable and Paul sends for him.  
 
Imagine this: if things played out, Paul ends his life in a Roman jail, with Luke, Mark, 
and Timothy. The scrolls, parchments are clearly significant. What if those are 



descriptive passages of the life of the Lord Jesus. “Why won’t you use this material to 
write the Gospel?” 
 
Why don’t you write a Gospel. Talk about a turnaround jump shot! 
  
 


