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THUNDER	FROM	ON	HIGH	
The	Throne	of	God:	The	Throng	Around	the	Throne	

Tommy	Nelson	
Revelation	4:	5-11	

	
	
Who	do	we	see	around	the	Throne?	Verse	4	of	Revelation	4?	The	Raptured	Church.	
The	Church	will	not	be	taken	in	the	Rapture	until	The	Restrainer	has	been	taken	
away.		
	
“And	you	know	what	restrains	him	now	[from	being	revealed];	it	is	so	that	he	will	be	
revealed	at	his	own	[appointed]	time.	7	For	the	mystery	of	lawlessness	[rebellion	
against	divine	authority	and	the	coming	reign	of	lawlessness]	is	already	at	work;	
[but	it	is	restrained]	only	until	he	who	now	restrains	it	is	taken	out	of	the	way.”	
	2	Thessalonians	2:6.		
	
The	Restrainer	of	what?		
	
The	Restrainer	of	the	Tribulation,	of	the	coming	of	Antichrist,	of	the	wrath	of	God,	of	
the	Day	of	the	Lord.		
	
In	what	sense	is	the	Church	restrained?	If	God	is	powerful,	why	the	Holocaust?	Why	
wars	and	tragedy?		
		
Why	?	Because	the	wrath	of	God	is	restrained.	The	mystery	of	lawlessness	is	at	work	
until	the	Restrainer	is	taken	away.	The	mystery	of	lawlessness	is	the	Divine	purpose	
for	evil.	There	is	a	mystery	as	to	why	evil	is	allowed	to	continue.	God	is	saving	out	a	
people.		
	
Consider	the	patience	of	our	God	to	be	salvation,	Peter	said.	
	
“All	that	the	Father	has	given	me”	Jesus	said,	the	elect,	“They	will	come	to	me.	I	will	
not	cast	out.	I	will	raise	them	on	the	last	day.”	
	
Paul	said,	“But	when	the	fullness	of	the	Gentiles	is	come	in,	then	the	Redeemer	will	
come.”	
	
So	why	is	there	a	restraint	on	the	judgment	of	God?	Because	God	is	saving	to	
Himself,	a	Bride,	a	Body,	a	flock	from	both	Jew	and	Gentile.	That	is	the	mystery	of	the	
church.	
	
Someday,	the	Restrainer	will	be	taken	away	and	the	Church	will	be	raptured.		Then,	
judgment	will	come.	That	is	why	you	see	in	Revelation	4:5,	the	Church	is	in	glory,	
restraint	is	removed.	
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5From	the	throne	came	flashes	of	lightning	and	[rumbling]	sounds	and	peals	of	
thunder.	Revelation	4:5.	
In	verse	3	you	saw	around	the	Throne	a	rainbow	withholding	the	wrath	of	God.	Now	
the	Church	is	home.			
	
Now	in	verse	5	there	is	a	flood	coming.	There	is	a	storm;	there	is	thunder	from	on	
high.	You	remember	at	Sinai,	you	saw	thunder	and	lightning	and	the	blast	of	a	
trumpet	and	an	earthquake.	That	was	the	signal	of	holiness,	justice	and	the	
inviolable	righteousness	of	God.	And	now,	here	it	comes.		
	
There	were	7	lamps	of	fire	burning	before	the	Throne,	which	are	the	seven	spirits	of	
God.	This	is	a	reference	of	the	Holy	Spirit.	In	chapter	one,	He	said	“Peace	to	you,	who	
was	and	is	and	is	to	come	(God)	and	before	the	Lamb	(Christ)	and	from	the	seven	
spirits	from	before	the	Throne.	Seven	is	the	number	of	completeness,	lamps-light	
and	purity	and	fire.	They	are	before	the	Throne.	
	
Why	are	they	before	the	Throne?	Just	as	God	sent	the	Flood,	God	sends	His	Spirit	for	
a	great	ingathering.	Do	you	know	that	one	of	the	greatest	times	of	salvation	in	the	
history	of	Man	is	going	to	be	the	Tribulation.		
		
In	Revelation	7,	the	Tribulation	is	about	to	shift	gears	into	a	more	intense	judgment.		
	
And	I	saw	another	angel	ascending	from	the	east,	having	the	seal	of	the	living	God:	
and	he	cried	with	a	loud	voice	to	the	four	angels,	to	whom	it	was	given	to	hurt	the	
earth	and	the	sea,	
3	Saying,	Hurt	not	the	earth,	neither	the	sea,	nor	the	trees,	till	we	have	sealed	the	
servants	of	our	God	in	their	foreheads.		

And	I	heard	the	number	of	them,	which	were	sealed:	and	there	were	sealed	an	
hundred	and	forty	and	four	thousand	of	all	the	tribes	of	the	children	of	Israel.	
Revelation	7:2-4.	

The	Church	is	not	mentioned	from	chapter	6	all	the	way	to	the	Return	of	Christ.	
Israel	is	the	key	idea.	Finally,	we	see	Israel	becoming	what	they	are	meant	to	be,	as	
priests	of	God	heralding	the	truth	of	the	Messiah.	And	from	verse	5	through	verse	8,	
there	are	144,000	Billy	Grahams,	preaching	Apostle	Pauls	from	Israel.		

How	did	they	come	to	that?	The	Holy	Spirit	of	God	opened	their	eyes	and	took	away	
their	covering.	Until	this	day,	Paul	says,	when	Moses	is	read,	a	veil	lies	over	their	
hearts.	But	when	men	turn	to	the	Lord,	the	veil	is	taken	away.		

After	verse	9,	what	do	they	bring	about?		

“After	this	I	beheld,	and,	lo,	a	great	multitude,	which	no	man	could	number,	of	all	
nations,	and	kindred,	and	people,	and	tongues,	stood	before	the	throne,	and	before	
the	Lamb,	clothed	with	white	robes,	and	palms	in	their	hands;”	
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Who	are	these	Gentiles	who	have	come	in	huge	numbers	to	be	saved?	They	have	
heard	the	Gospel	from	these	men.	Is	there	going	to	be	the	Gospel	preached,	salvation	
during	the	Tribulation?	Yes,	there	is.		

Going	back	to	Revelation	chapter	4,	notice	that	there	is	death	and	there	is	life	that	is	
coming.	
	And	before	the	throne	there	was	a	sea	of	glass	like	unto	crystal…Revelation	4:6	
	
We	sing	it	in	the	hymn	“Holy,	Holy,	Holy:”		
“Casting	down	their	golden	crowns	around	the	glassy	sea.”		
	
The	presence	of	God	in	heaven	isn’t	like	Old	Mother	Hubbard	being	crawled	all	over	
by	these	children;	there	is	a	lake	around	the	Throne	that	the	Puritans	call,		
“A	sea	clear	as	ether…”		
	
There	is	a	presence	around	God.	At	Sinai,	they	built	a	fence.	In	the	Temple	of	God,	
there	is	a	veil.	In	heaven,	there	is	recognition	of	God’s	presence,	of	glory.	Like	a	king,	
there	is	nothing	before	the	Throne…it’s	open.	The	king	sits	by	himself.	So	there	is	
this	presence	of	visible	holiness.	It	is	clear	as	crystal.	
	
In	verse	6,	we	see	four	living	creatures,	full	of	eyes	in	front	and	behind	and	the	next	
verse	says	within	as	well.	And	they	have	four	faces:	a	lion,	a	calf,	a	man	and	an	eagle.	
Two	interpretations	of	this:	1.	That	they	represent	the	attributes	of	God-lion	as	king,	
calf	as	servant,	man	as	man,	and	an	eagle	as	God.	
	
The	other	interpretation	is	more	likely.	They	are	living	creatures.	They	represent	all	
of	creation.	Before	this	Holy	God,	here	are	His	creatures.	The	four	faces	represent	
the	polarity	of	creation.	Four-north,	south,	east,	west.	You	have	the	lion,	the	king	of	
the	beasts;	a	calf,	a	sacrificial	animal;	you	have	man	in	the	image	of	God,	and	the	
inexplicable	eagle-soaring	over	it	all.	They	represent	creation	and	they	have	eyes	
looking	to	God,	eyes	behind	them,	looking	to	God,	eyes	within	them,	looking	to	God.		
	
Zechariah	9:1	says	“…the	eyes	of	men	look	to	the	Lord,	especially	of	the	sons	of	
Israel.”	
	
Psalm	139:	
7	Whither	shall	I	go	from	thy	spirit?	Or	whither	shall	I	flee	from	thy	presence?	
8	If	I	ascend	up	into	heaven,	thou	art	there:	if	I	make	my	bed	in	hell,	behold,	thou	art	
there.	
9	If	I	take	the	wings	of	the	morning,	and	dwell	in	the	uttermost	parts	of	the	sea;	
10	Even	there	shall	thy	hand	lead	me,	and	thy	right	hand	shall	hold	me.	

Before	and	behind,	God	is	always	watching	me.		
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Psalm	124:7	
	
27	These	wait	all	upon	thee;	that	thou	mayest	give	them	their	meat	in	due	season.	
	
“Give	us	this	day	our	daily	bread…”	All	of	creation	looks	to	God	to	take	care	of	them.		
	
Beasts	with	eyes	within?	The	mind,	will,	emotion	and	soul	cannot	be	satisfied	except	
by	God.	
	
Some	also	say	this	refers	to	the	four	gospels:	Matthew	the	King	(Lion	of	Judah),	Mark	
the	Servant	(Calf-“Jesus	said	I	did	not	come	to	serve,	but	to	be	served	and	give	my	
life	as	a	ransom	for	many-sacrificial	animal),	Luke,	the	perfect	Man	that	Jesus	
became,	and	John	the	Eagle,	(God-“In	the	beginning	was	the	Word	and	the	Word	was	
with	God	and	the	Word	was	God”).	
	
Christ	came	down	to	redeem	all	of	creation.		
	
In	verse	8,	the	book	of	Isaiah	calls	the	creatures	Seraphim.	“Seraph”	means	“to	
burn.”	Seraphim	are	the	burning	ones.	It	is	said	of	Lucifer	in	Ezekiel	28	that	“he	
walked	among	the	coals	of	fire….”	In	God’s	presence.	
	
Here	are	the	burning	ones.	The	“asbestos	angels.”	They	live	in	the	presence	of	this	
person	of	whom	there	is	no	need	of	a	sun	because	God	is	the	sun.		
	
“And	the	four	living	creatures,	each	of	them	having	six	wings.”	The	book	of	Isaiah	
speaks	of	them.	“With	two	wings	they	cover	their	face,	with	two	wings	they	cover	
their	feet,	with	two	wings	they	fly.”		
	
When	you	are	in	the	presence	of	royalty	you	cover	your	face	and	your	feet.	The	
salute	comes	from	soldiers	facing	the	Queen	of	England	and	covering	their	eyes	
upon	her	glory.	Young	ladies,	when	they	met	someone	of	note,	cover	their	feet	with	
a	courtesy,	spread	their	dress	and	kneel.	The	angels	are	showing	reverence	toward	
God.	They	flew.	
	
They	also	cry	out,	“Holy,	Holy,	Holy”	before	Israel’s	holy	God.	Why	three-fold	holy?	
The	Father,	the	Son	and	the	Holy	Spirit.	Just	as	the	Aaronic	blessing,	“the	Lord	bless	
you	and	keep	you.	The	Lord	make	His	faces	to	shine	upon	you,	the	Lord	lift	up	the	
light	of	His	countenance	upon	you	and	give	you	peace.		
He	is	also	Israel’s	faithful	God.	The	name	for	“Lord”	in	the	Old	Testament	is	God’s	
covenant	name.	The	tetragramaton-YHWH.	I	am	who	I	am.	The	Greek	word	that	
corresponds	in	the	New	Testament	is	Adonai.	Adonai	Theos,	this	is	Israel’s	covenant	
God.	It	is	not	just	a	Supreme	Being,	it	is	the	God	of	Abraham,	Isaac	and	Jacob.	It	is	the	
God	of	the	Bible,	the	God	of	Creation.	The	Hebraic	term	is	“El-Shaddai.”	Shad	being	
the	mountain-the	Almighty	God.		
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We	see	Israel’s	faithful	God,	holy	God,	and	mighty	God,	who	was	and	is	and	is	to	
come.	The	Sovereign	God	of	history	who	started	it,	continues	it,	and	will	bring	it	to	
an	end.		
	
In	verse	9,	He	is	the	glorious	God.	The	creatures	give	Him	glory.	It’s	when	you	
recognize	that	you	are	not	deity,	He	is	deity.	The	creation	is	not	God.	You	don’t	make	
a	figure	of	the	creation	and	call	it	God.	That’s	called	idolatry.	You	don’t	call	the	
Creation	God.	That	is	pantheism,	monism.	
	
People	ask	me	if	it’s	okay	to	get	cremated.	Everybody’s	going	to	get	cremated	
ultimately.	Sure,	to	save	money,	but	not	to	throw	your	ashes	on	some	golf	course	
and	throw	you	down	so	you	can	be	part	of	the	putting	green	and	the	trees,	now	you	
are	a	Hindu.	We	are	distinct	from	the	creation.	
	
I	think	that’s	why	we	call	matter	“matter.”	Do	you	know	what	matter	means?	
Mother.	Mother	Nature.	It’s	not	Mother	Nature.	It	is	creation	to	the	glory	of	God.		
	
In	verse	9,	the	creatures	do	not	only	give	glory,	but	also	honor.	That	is	the	reverence	
and	the	deference	that	you	give	to	a	Divinity	as	you	honor	Him.	“Our	Father,	who	art	
in	heaven,	hallowed	be	Thy	Name.”	And	you	give	Him	thanks.	It	is	a	glorious,	
honorable,	benevolent	God.	
	
Without	the	firmament,	we	can’t	breathe.	Whenever	the	astronauts	would	show	us	
the	pictures	of	the	earth,	do	you	notice	that	little	thin,	blue	onionskin	around	it?	
That’s	what	we	breathe.	God	made	the	firmament.	Air	to	breathe,	food	to	eat,	teeth	
to	tear	and	grind	and	pull!	What	kind	of	God	does	that?	
	
I	went	to	see	my	chiropractor	and	I	noticed	his	chart	upon	the	wall-the	spine.	Being	
a	biology	minor,	I	knew	all	of	the	vertebrae	perfectly	kept	in	line	by	discs,	with	a	
spinal	cord	down	the	middle.	The	connectors	going	out	so	that	when	your	brain	says	
“move,”	your	body	moves.	Amazing!	I	looked	at	it	and	thought	“what	an	accident…”	
Hardly!	Our	spine	has	this	curve.	You	and	I	would	have	just	built	it	straight	up	and	
down,	but	it	has	a	curve	so	it	moves	side	to	side,	up	and	down	with	fluidity.	You	have	
an	atlas	and	an	axis.	One	turns	while	the	other	stays	straight.	And	it	will	not	harm	
that	cord.	And	then	we	have	a	brain.	My	kinesiology	prof	said,	“we	still	don’t	know	
what	this	thing	is…”	What	a	memory	is…how	does	it	hold	a	memory?	How	does	it	
know	sweet	is	sweet	and	bitter	is	bitter?	Why	does	the	guy	in	England	know	it’s	the	
same	smell	as	the	guy	in	the	Congo?	How	do	you	get	this	from	a	couple	of	genes	and	
a	sperm	and	an	egg?	Every	time	I	think	about	it,	I	just	shake….	Thanksgiving	to	God!	
	
Turn	to	Romans	1.	This	is	the	fundamental	recognition	of	man	that	there	is	a	God	
and	man	is	NOT	IT.	The	universe	and	gods	are	not	it.	Men	don’t	go	to	hell	because	
they	are	not	brilliant.	They	go	to	hell	because	they	think	they	are.	And	they	will	not	
bow	to	the	self-evident.	I	chat	with	atheists	on	occasion,	and	I	say	to	them,	“I’ll	argue	
with	you	about	creation	and	order	and	God	and	man,	conscience	and	morality	and	
history,	but	all	of	this	begs	the	question.	I	am	going	to	remove	what	you	are	hiding	
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behind.	You	KNOW	there	is	a	God.	You	may	act	like	there	is	no	God.	But	you	will	not	
react	like	there	is	no	God.	You	may	act	like	there	is	no	God	until	some	doesn’t	bring	
your	daughter	home	safely,	or	you	are	shot	at	on	the	battlefield.	Everybody	acts	
atheist,	but	reacts	Puritan.	It’s	just	that	atheism	is	easier	on	our	own	perverse	
morality.		
	
18	For	the	wrath	of	God	is	revealed	from	heaven	against	all	ungodliness	and	
unrighteousness	of	men,	who	hold	the	truth	in	unrighteousness;	
19	Because	that	which	may	be	known	of	God	is	manifest	in	them;	for	God	hath	shown	
it	unto	them.	

It	is	evident	within	them.	The	word	for	evident	is	the	word	“clear.”	Men	know.	Helen	
Keller	said,	“I	knew	Him.	I	just	didn’t	know	His	name.”	Men	know	within	them,	
because	God	put	something	in	front	of	them.		
	
20	For	since	the	creation	of	the	world	His	invisible	attributes	are	clearly	seen,	being	
understood	by	the	things	that	are	made,	even	His	eternal	power	and	[g]Godhead,	so	
that	they	are	without	excuse,	
	
	You	see	power	wisdom,	strength-His	Godhead.	It’s	not	a	snake	god	or	a	star	god,	
you	know	it’s	Him	through	the	,poema-the	workmanship,	craftsmanship,	the	
Michaelangelo’s	David.		
	
For	example,	have	you	ever	studied	a	cell	(cytology)?	It’s	like	an	enormous	factory.	If	
you	put	a	scale	on	a	cell	it	would	be	as	big	as	London,	if	you	put	all	of	the	things	
within	it	that	it	does.	Just	try	to	spell	some	part	like	Golgi	body,	mitochondria?	I	
missed	the	test	questions,	but	I	worship	God…	
	
So	that…they	are…without...What’s	the	word?	EXCUSE.	You	don’t	get	to	say	you	
don’t	know	who	He	was.	
	
“…Because,	although	they	knew	God,	they	did	not	glorify	Him	as	God,	nor	were	
thankful,	but	became	futile	in	their	thoughts,	and	their	foolish	hearts	were	
darkened.”	Romans	1:21.	
	
Every	time	you	cut	your	fingernails,	ate	your	dinner,	saw	your	teeth	worked,	your	
esophagus	worked,	you	knew	there	was	a	God.	What	should	you	have	done?	“They	
did	not	honor	Him..”	doxazo-They	should	have	glorified	Him.	The	chief	end	of	man	is	
to	know	God	and	glorify	Him.	You	didn’t	worship.	You	didn’t	give	thanks.	You	had	a	
baby,	and	you	never	blessed	God	for	it.	You	got	the	rain,	you	got	the	sun,	and	you	
never	said	“Our	Father,	who	art	in	heaven”	for	it!	You	just	enjoyed	it,	and	then	you	
cursed	the	hand	that	blessed	you!	
	
Verse	21,	and	then	you	had	to	invent	your	own	deity.	Man’s	not	going	to	be	an	
atheist,	that’s	too	scary.	But	he	will	invent	his	own	deity.	Why	doesn’t	he	just	
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embrace	the	verse	20	God?	Because	he’s	immoral.	He	will	not	have	a	deity	that	holds	
him	accountable.		
	
“So	they	became	futile	in	their	reasoning’s.”	They	go	inside	of	themselves	to	invent	a	
god.	And	do	you	know	what	it’s	going	to	be?	Futile!	Vain!	It	isn’t	going	to	work!	“God	
is	dead.”-Nietzsche.	“Nietzsche	is	dead.”-God.	
	
You	are	going	to	get	darkened	to	God.	Get	Professing	to	be	wise.	Philosophy,	Sophia,	
wisdom.	Phileo-love.	You	may	get	your	degrees,	B.S.,	Piled	high	and	deeper,	you	got	
your	M.B.S.-oh,	never	mind.	
	
Verse	23,	you	became	a	fool.	That	is	a	culture	without	God.	You	think	you	are	smart.	
You	got	rid	of	God	and	replaced	Him	with	the	form	of	man,	like	the	Greeks,	bird,	like	
the	Romans,	four-footed	animals	like	the	Assyrians-or	like	the	Egyptians,	you	
worship	a	snake!	
	
24	“Therefore	God	also	gave	them	up	to	uncleanness,	in	the	lusts	of	their	hearts,	to	
dishonor	their	bodies	among	themselves,	25	who	exchanged	the	truth	of	God	for	the	
lie,	and	worshiped	and	served	the	creature	rather	than	the	Creator,	who	is	blessed	
forever.	Amen.”	
	
Hell	came	to	breakfast.	
	
Go	back	to	Revelation.		
	
A	holy,	faithful,	benevolent,	sovereign	God.	Man	will	risk	hell	before	he	will	bend	the	
knee	to	Him.	We	sing	it	in	one	of	our	hymns,	though	you	are	not	allowing	to	sing	it	
until	Christmas:	“Joy	to	the	world,	the	Lord	is	come.	Let	earth	receive	her	king.	Let	
every	heart	prepare	Him	room.	And	heaven	and	nature	sing.”	Charles	Wesley.	
	
All	things	come	to	Him.		
	
In	verse	10,	there	is	one	group	that	will	worship	Him.	Do	you	see	who	it	is?		

10	the	twenty-four	elders	fall	down	before	Him	who	sits	on	the	throne	and	worship	
Him	who	lives	forever	and	ever,	and	cast	their	crowns	before	the	throne,	saying:	
11	“You	are	worthy,	[g]O	Lord,	
To	receive	glory	and	honor	and	power;	
For	You	created	all	things,	
And	by	Your	will	they	[h]exist	and	were	created.”	
	
Of	all	of	humanity,	over	the	last	20	centuries,	we	are	not	speaking	of	those	that	are	
before	Christ.	They	are	in	glory.	They	will	not	be	raised	until	Christ	returns	in	
chapter	20.	And	we’ll	study	that	in	2020!		
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Who	are	the	24	elders?	It’s	you.	It’s	the	church.	If	you	are	not	doing	it	now,	you	are	
going	to	do	it	someday.	An	elder	represents	a	greater	amount.	Like	the	4	beasts	that	
represent	the	creation,	the	24	elders	represent	the	church.	They	will	fall	down	
before	Him.	Who	is	the	one	group,	throughout	humanity,	that	because	of	God’s	
grace,	that	are	chosen,	called,	enlightened,	who	will	confess	Christ	and	glorify	the	
Father?	They	will	worship	Him	who	lives	forever	and	forever.	These	are	the	peculiar	
people,	the	royal	priesthood,	the	people	for	God’s	own	possession.	In	the	midst	of	a	
darkened	world,	you	will	find	a	remnant	worshipping	God.	The	church	is	dotted	all	
throughout	the	world.	They	are	called	the	light	of	the	world,	the	salt	of	the	earth,	
kings	and	priests.	They	enunciate	to	all	who	will	listen	that	they	are	wrong,	there	is	
a	God	and	He	is	the	God	of	the	Bible.		
	
They	will	cast	their	crowns.	The	crown	is	bestowed	by	God	that	the	individual	is	
truly	a	child	of	God	because	they	stayed	faithful	and	endured	to	the	end.	They	will	
cast	them	before	the	throne	saying	“all	glory	to	God.”		
	
Someday,	how	many	knees	will	bow?	“Every	knee	will	bow	and	every	tongue	
confess	that	Jesus	Christ	is	Lord…”	Philippians	2:10-11	
	
Is	there	a	people	on	the	earth	today	that	know	what’s	coming,	that	know	who	came	
and	they	are	the	voices	that	stand	alone-a	light	in	the	darkness.	Someday	in	the	
kingdom	there	will	be	neither	Jew	nor	Greek,	slave	nor	free,	male	nor	female-
nations	are	going	to	beat	their	swords	into	plowshares.	They	will	worship	God	and	
they	will	sin	no	more.	Are	there	a	people	on	the	earth	now	that	exemplify	this?	That	
you	can	walk	in	and	see	the	young	guy,	the	old	guy,	the	poor	guy,	the	black	guy,	the	
white	guy…they	are	all	together,	singing	together,	loving	each	other.	They	hold	
nothing	as	being	their	own,	but	freely	give?	Yes!	If	it’s	done	right.	His	church	will	
shine.		
			
They	are	also	the	bull’s	eye	of	hell.	Hell	has	to	shut	them	up.	He’s	got	to	divide	them,	
disqualify	them,	deceive	them,	discourage	them,	and	distract	them.	He	wants	them	
to	have	no	credibility.	God	does	not	convert	men	through	angels.	Angels	protect	
those	who	preach.	God	is	glorified	as	much	in	your	preaching	as	in	your	salvation.	
He	will	strike	a	straight	lick	with	a	crooked	stick.	
	
Verse	11-Notice	what	the	church	will	do.		
	
“You	are	worthy,	[g]O	Lord,	
To	receive	glory	and	honor	and	power;	
For	You	created	all	things,	
And	by	Your	will	they	[h]exist	and	were	created.”	
	
The	church	proclaims	what	no	unbeliever	admits.	That	God	created	ALL	THINGS.	The	most	self-
evident	recognition	of	man,	creation,	the	church	admits	to.	The	most	fundamental	sin	of	man,	
rejection,	and	the	church	abhors.	Professor	Norm	Geisler	at	Dallas	Theological	Seminary	said	this,	
“When	you	read	your	Bible	in	a	sitting,	you	read	about	the	sovereignty	of	God	in	creation,	the	mercy	
of	God	to	come	in	the	Lamb	of	God.	You	see	God	rejected	and	the	Lamb	put	to	death,	until	you	get	to	
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Revelation.	In	Revelation	you	make	a	note	of	how	many	times	creation	is	mentioned.	It’s	mentioned	
continually.”	And	incidentally,	does	the	creation	turn	on	its	inhabitants	in	Revelation?	Did	you	ever	
see	Alfred	Hitchcock’s	horror	movie	“The	Birds?”	You	thought	that	was	scary?	Wait	until	you	see	the	
creation	turn	on	the	creatures	in	this	book.	You	haven’t	seen	anything	yet!	In	chapter	5,	the	creation	
is	going	to	sing	to	God.	We	are	going	to	see	a	new	heaven	and	a	new	earth.	Dr.	Geisler	also	said,	“The	
other	thing	you	see	in	Revelation	is	that	Christ	is	continually	called	the	Lamb.”	Isaac	asked	his	father	
Abraham,	“Where	is	the	lamb?”	His	father	said,	“God	will	provide	the	lamb.”	John	the	Baptist	arrives	
and	proclaims,	“The	Lamb	of	God	who	takes	away	the	sin	of	the	world.”	And	in	the	book	of	Revelation	
you	see	these	words:	“Worthy	is	the	Lamb.”		
	
Revelation	takes	the	bow	of	God’s	power	and	God’s	grace	and	tightens	it.	
	
“You	created	all	things,	and	by	your	will	they	exist	and	were	created…”	
	
	Go	to	Ephesians	1.	The	Bible	doesn’t	say	a	huge	number	of	things.	It	repeats	the	same	essentials	over	
and	over.	The	book	of	Ephesians	is	a	book	about	the	church.	It	is	the	tome	God	gives	you	about	the	
church.	Aren’t	you	glad	that	the	books	of	God	are	only	3	or	4	pages?	God	recognizes	He’s	writing	to	
you	and	I.	We	don’t	need	Shakespeare…we	need	little	things	like	this.			

In	verse	9	of	Ephesians	1,	He	talks	about	your	salvation.	“He	made	known	to	us	the	
mystery	of	His	will.		The	mystery	of	God	is	that	which	the	Old	Testament	does	not	
detail.	That	in	the	death	of	the	Messiah,	Jew	and	Gentile	will	come	together	in	one	
body.	That	is	alluded	to	but	is	made	clear	in	the	New	Testament.	So	no	one	can	say,	
“we	had	to	crucify	Jesus”	because	no	one	understood	it.		

God	has	given	us	His	Son	to	die,	whereby	all	men,	Jew,	Greek,	slave,	free,	male,	
female,	Scythian,	barbarian…they	can	all	be	included	in	the	politick	of	God.	Together.	
Equals.	

You	never	study	that	in	school.	Because	they	can’t	see	it.	They	won’t	teach	it.		
Ephesians	1:9:	
“	…Having	made	known	to	us	the	mystery	of	His	will,	according	to	His	good	
pleasure	which	He	purposed	in	Himself”	
	
We	didn’t	think	our	way	through	to	it.	God	took	the	initiative	and	opened	our	eyes	
and	showed	us	the	Bible	and	let	us	hear	the	message.	And	it	clicked.	And	we	said,	
“Amen.”	And	believed.		
	
And	in	verse	10,	here	is	what	our	salvation	is:		
	
“0	that	in	the	dispensation	of	the	fullness	of	the	times	He	might	gather	together	in	
one	all	things	in	Christ,	[c]both	which	are	in	heaven	and	which	are	on	earth—in	Him.”	
	
It’s	a	view	to…meaning	that	the	Church	age	is	looking	forward	to,	and	resembling	
now	and	administration	suitable	to	the	fullness	of	the	times.		
	
An	administration	is	a	rule.	Prior	to	Christ,	He	ruled	His	covenant	people	by	law.	
Now	He	rules	man	by	grace.	The	administration	that	is	the	fullness	of	the	times,	that	
Christ	returns	and	God	rules	through	the	physical	presence	of	Jesus	Christ	upon	the	
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earth.	That	is	the	fullness	of	the	times.	It’s	the	blossoming	forth	of	creation,	as	it	
should	be.	The	Church	is	a	view	to	that	administration.	In	the	Kingdom,	you	see	all	
men	on	an	equal	footing,	reborn	with	the	new	covenant	in	their	heart	of	the	love	of	
God	through	Christ.		
	
Now	what	group	on	the	earth	today	has	men,	women,	all	of	us	equals,	on	common	
footing,	with	a	new	heart	and	a	new	nature	because	of	Christ’s	new	birth	and	the	
power	of	the	Holy	Spirit?	It	is	us-the	Church,	right	here.	I	can	say	to	people,	“Do	you	
want	to	see	what	humanity	should	look	like?”	“Do	you	want	to	see	what	it	will	look	
like?	Come	on	in!”	“I	am	going	to	show	you	all	kinds	of	people	who	are	going	to	love	
each	other.”	They	can	leave	their	car	keys	on	the	dashboard,	and	nobody	will	steal	
their	car.	They	can	leave	their	house	open	to	each	other,	and	no	one	will	steal	or	
deface	anything.	They	are	the	people	of	God,	and	that’s	what	Creation	is	going	to	
look	like	someday.		
	
In	verse	10,	you	notice	what	He	calls	the	Kingdom?	It	is	the	“summing	up”	of	all	
things	in	Christ.	Now	what	does	that	mean?	How	many	of	you	have	a	Bible	that	
doesn’t	say,	“…summing	up?”	What	is	the	different	word?	“Uniting	all	things”…How	
would	you	translate	it?	It’s	called	a	hopocs	in	Greek.	It’s	only	mentioned	one	time.	
The	word	caphelo	means	“the	head.”	In	Latin	we	call	it,	cephalo.	If	a	child	is	
“microcephalic”	his	head	is	too	small.	Macrocephalic,	it’s	too	big.	Hydrocephalic-
that’s	water	on	the	brain.	A	ceph	is	your	head.	You	have	two	in	your	arm-a	bi-cep	
(two	heads).	Tricep-three	heads.	What’s	this?	A	quadricep!	What’s	this	(muscle	
pose)?	No-ceps!	Remember	Olive	Oil.	Her	biceps	hung	below!	
	
Summing	up-Ana-caphelo.	It	means	to	head	back.	All	things	in	Christ.	In	the	
Creation,	originally,	Genesis	1	and	2,	was	God	head	over	all	things?	He	was.	He	ruled	
the	creation	through	Adam.	There	was	obedience,	love,	eat	of	the	Tree	of	Life.	The	
Tree	of	Knowledge	of	Good	and	Evil?	“Do	not	eat	of	that	tree	and	try	to	play	God!	Or	
you	will	die!”	Creatures	were	under	Him,	nature	was	under	Him.	Man	was	to	
cultivate,	rule,	be	fruitful	and	multiply-everything	was	under	the	headship	of	God.	
Psalm	8-God	made	him	head	over	all	things.	
	
Did	something	happen	in	Genesis	3?	Sin.	And	man	was	cut	loose	from	the	tether.	
Now	Man	didn’t	know	what	man	was,	didn’t	know	what	woman	was,	didn’t	know	
what	the	stars	were,	he	didn’t	know	what	an	animal	was,	he	didn’t	know	right	and	
wrong…he	was	dead.	And	the	headship	of	God	was	lost.	Did	man	get	a	new	head?	
“You	are	of	your	Father	the	Devil..”	Another	man	came.	Like	Adam,	he	was	perfectly	
obedient.	He	was	obedient	unto	death,	even	death	on	a	cross.	He	was	raised	from	
the	dead.	And	now	you	can	be	born	out	of	Adam	and	born	into	Christ.	You	can	be	
born	again!	Born	from	above.		
	
And	the	job	of	the	church	is	to	bring	every	thought	captive	to	the	obedience	of	
Christ.	That	is	what	spirituality	is.	“God,	what	am	I	supposed	to	be	as	a	man?”	“What	
is	a	woman?”	“How	am	I	supposed	to	treat	her?”	“Children?	Work?	Money?	
Morality?	My	emotions?	Jealousy,	anger,	lust??”	“What	do	YOU	say,	my	Risen	Head	of	
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the	body?	My	Husband,	of	which	I	am	the	Bride?	My	King?	How	am	I	supposed	to	
view	creation?	Everything…anacaphelo…is	headed	back	in	Christ.	That’s	Christian	
growth.	
	
You	and	I	are	a	view	to	a	dispensation	that	will	be	suitable	to	the	fullness	of	human	
history	when	all	things	are	headed	back	in	Christ!	Someday,	men	will	beat	their	
swords	into	plowshares,	let	us	go	up	to	the	house	of	God	to	learn	of	His	Word,	and	
walk	in	His	ways.	
	
Won’t	that	be	great?	
	
We	wait	in	anticipation.	When	people	come	to	see,	they	say,	“So	that’s	salvation!”	
“Ah!	Now	I	see!”	But	if	I’m	the	Devil,	I’ve	got	to	get	to	you…	
	
That’s	what	Revelation	4	is	all	about.	We	see	a	group	of	people	among	all	the	
peoples	of	the	earth;	doing	what	someday	they	will	all	do	when	every	knee	shall	
bow	and	every	tongue	confess	that	Jesus	Christ	is	Lord.	You	and	I	are	the	first.	We	
are	the	shock	troops,	going	in	first.	We	take	the	hit.	Have	those	of	our	kindred	died	
for	this	message?	Have	they	been	torn	asunder?	Have	they	been	thrown	to	the	lions?	
Have	they	been	buried	alive?		
	
In	Japan,	to	get	rid	of	the	Christian	boys,	they	crucified	them	upside	down	in	the	surf	
and	let	the	tide	come	in	and	drown	them.	Russia	would	put	them	on	an	Archipelago	
someplace	out	in	the	middle	of	nowhere	and	let	them	die.	They	disappear.	No	one	
knew	where	he	or	she	went.	The	Devil	has	got	his	due.	
	
We	are	the	guys	who	stand.	And	God	applauds.	“Good	job.”	Let’s	pray.	
		
	

		

		


