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PASTOR JOHN MCKINZIE 

 
How many of you have made mistakes in your life? We all have. Here are some 
lessons we can learn from Abram. 
 
Here are our three sermons based on the life of Abram the Nomad. The key to 
understanding Abram is to know that God wants us to move forward and follow 
Him. Never stay in the same place. 
 
1. Have bags will travel  
2. Time for a change 
3. Look and learn.  
 
Abram was a flawed man. How many of you have made mistakes? Really big 
mistakes? You are in good company. God does not hide the mistakes of his Bible 
characters.  
For example: 

• Adam and Eve-deception 
• Noah-drunkenness 
• Moses-anger 
• Jacob-deception and insecurity  
• David-adultery and murder 
• Solomon-women 
• Peter-denied Christ 
• Paul-impatient. 

 
We look back and see those flawed men and women and learn from their lives. 
  
When you are wise, you study mistakes and learn from them. 
 
The first flaw we see in Abram is found in Genesis 12:10-20.  
 
Abram goes from Iraq to Israel. Then, he took his family to Egypt during a time of 
famine. When he went to Egypt, he told Sarah to lie to Pharaoh and say she was 
his “sister.” 
 

“Then a famine came to the land. Abram went down to Egypt to live; it was a 
hard famine. As he drew near to Egypt, he said to his wife, Sarai, “Look. We 
both know that you’re a beautiful woman. When the Egyptians see you they’re 
going to say, ‘Aha! That’s his wife!’ and kill me. But they’ll let you live. Do me a 



favor: tell them you’re my sister. Because of you, they’ll welcome me and let me 
live.” 
14-15 When Abram arrived in Egypt, the Egyptians took one look and saw that his 
wife was stunningly beautiful. Pharaoh’s princes raved over her to Pharaoh. She 
was taken to live with Pharaoh. 
16-17 Because of her, Abram got along very well: he accumulated sheep and 
cattle, male and female donkeys, men and women servants, and camels. 
But GOD hit Pharaoh hard because of Abram’s wife Sarai; everybody in the 
palace got seriously sick. 
18-19 Pharaoh called for Abram, “What’s this that you’ve done to me? Why didn’t 
you tell me that she’s your wife? Why did you say, ‘She’s my sister’ so that I’d 
take her as my wife? Here’s your wife back—take her and get out!” 
20 Pharaoh ordered his men to get Abram out of the country. They sent him and 
his wife and everything he owned on their way.” 

 
The second story is Sarai’s mistake of impatience. Genesis 16:1-6.  
 
God had promised Abram a son. Sarai had been barren for many years. So, she 
gave her handmaid Hagar to her husband.  

“1-2 Sarai, Abram’s wife, hadn’t yet produced a child. 

She had an Egyptian maid named Hagar. Sarai said to Abram, “GOD has not 
seen fit to let me have a child. Sleep with my maid. Maybe I can get a family 
from her.” Abram agreed to do what Sarai said. 
3-4 So Sarai, Abram’s wife, took her Egyptian maid Hagar and gave her to her 
husband Abram as a wife. Abram had been living ten years in Canaan when this 
took place. He slept with Hagar and she got pregnant. When Hagar learned she 
was pregnant, she looked down on her mistress. 
5 Sarai told Abram, “It’s all your fault that I’m suffering this abuse. I put my maid 
in bed with you and the minute she knows she’s pregnant, she treats me like I’m 
nothing. May GOD decide which of us is right.” 
6 “You decide,” said Abram. “Your maid is your business.” 

Sarai was abusive to Hagar and Hagar ran away. 



  
 
The third story is Abram’s second lie. He lied to King Abimelech.  
 
Genesis 20:1-10: 
 

1-2 Abraham traveled from there south to the Negev and settled down between 
Kadesh and Shur. While he was camping in Gerar, Abraham said of his wife 
Sarah, “She’s my sister.” 
2-3 So Abimelech, king of Gerar, sent for Sarah and took her. But God came to 
Abimelech in a dream that night and told him, “You’re as good as dead—that 
woman you took, she’s a married woman.” 
4-5 Now Abimelech had not yet slept with her, hadn’t so much as touched her. He 
said, “Master, would you kill an innocent man? Didn’t he tell me, ‘She’s my 
sister’? And didn’t she herself say, ‘He’s my brother’? I had no idea I was doing 
anything wrong when I did this.” 
6-7 God said to him in the dream, “Yes, I know your intentions were pure, that’s 
why I kept you from sinning against me; I was the one who kept you from going 
to bed with her. So now give the man’s wife back to him. He’s a prophet and will 
pray for you—pray for your life. If you don’t give her back, know that it’s certain 
death both for you and everyone in your family.” 
8-9 Abimelech was up first thing in the morning. He called all his house servants 
together and told them the whole story. They were shocked. Then Abimelech 
called in Abraham and said, “What have you done to us? What have I ever done 
to you that you would bring on me and my kingdom this huge offense? What 
you’ve done to me ought never to have been done.” 
10 Abimelech went on to Abraham, “Whatever were you thinking of when you did 
this thing?” 

So, what can we learn from these three stories? 

 
 
 
 
 



 
 
LEARN TO LEARN FROM YOUR MISTAKES. 
  
Proverb 26:11 
 
“As a dog eats its own vomit, so fools recycle silliness.” 
 
It's not mandatory to learn the hard way. 
  
But why do we repeat our foolish choices? Here are six reasons: 
 

• Stubbornness  
• Unwillingness to listen 
• Pride 
• Lack of awareness 
• Rebellion  
• Lack of self-worth 
•  

Bad decisions produce consequences!   
 
THE ONLY TIME GOD ASKS US TO LOOK TO THE PAST IS TO REMEMBER 
HIS FAITHFULNESS, NOT TO REMEMBER OUR MESSES.  
 
But what about the consequences we face because of our mistakes? How do we 
handle them? 
 

• Own it (James 5:16) 
• Stand firm-Stand, don't take steps backward (Ephesians 6:10-13)  
• Develop a strategy-how to go forward and avoid the same mistakes 

(Hebrews 12:10-13) 
• Mark out a straight path 

 
Consequences are painful. Bad choices=consequences  
When our default is faulty, it affects decisions, especially in pressure situations. 
 
Abram’s default was to lie & cover up his sins. 
My default was lying when I was little. One of our kids was just like me.  
Perhaps your default is addiction, or anger, or sexual immorality.  
 
In order to live with integrity, you must start with the minimal and work your way 
up.  
Remember, if you lie about the little things, you will lie about the big things.  
 



Get someone to call you on your sins. When you refuse to deal with your default 
response, you ruin your destiny. 
 
BE PATIENT.  
 
Refuse to rush to action. 
Many of us are like Sarah. We take matters into our own hands.  
 
Proverbs 16:32: 
“Better to be patient than powerful; better to have self-control than to conquer a 
city.” 
 
PURSUE GOD’S HEART. Add wisdom to your patience.  
 
James 3:17: 
 
 17 But the wisdom from above is first of all pure. It is also peace loving, gentle at 
all times, and willing to yield to others. It is full of mercy and the fruit of good 

deeds. It shows no favoritism and is always sincere.  

 
Patience plus wisdom equals good decisions.  
 
Learn from your mistakes! 
  
Pray, “Lord teach me. I long to know Your will and follow You completely.”   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
	


