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INTRO:  Merry Christmas!  (Turn to the person beside you and say, “Merry Christmas”)  My 
name is Blake I just want Welcome everyone here at the Legacy Campus; I’m so glad that 
you’re with us.  I’d also like to say hello to all our friends at the Sloan Creek Campus, 544 –I 
hope that you’re fantastic!  And …we can’t forget all of you who have joined us online—all 
around the world. Thank you for being a part of all that God is doing here at Chase Oaks! 
      
I love this time of year-everything about it…I love giving gifts and Christmas Cards and Venti 
White Chocolate Mocha with a dash of Peppermint!  Around Christmas I tend to get a little 
sappy and sentimental…I mean,  for a dude…I’m not normal…like, I talk about my feelings and 
I’m…I’m pretty gooshy—I cried watching “Ice Princess”–don’t judge me!  Anyway, in 
December, I usually reminisce on what the year has brought the memories that were made, the 
trips that were taken, and all that I’m grateful for… there’s just something about having the 
Christmas tree lit in your living room that reminds me to focus on what really matters. 
      
That’s why, today, I’m like a gitty little girl...  that gets to be with my Chase Oaks family…  
during this Christmas series called, “A Love Revealed”.  And so, I’m calling this talk: 
 
Slide___________) The Lavish Love of God 
 
…and I’d like to study a non-traditional text so, if you have your Bibles, please turn to 1 John 
chapter 3…lets dive in… 
 
Slide___________) 1 John 3:1-3 (TV) 
 
“See what great love the Father has lavished on us, that we should be called children of God! 
And that is what we are!  The reason the world does not know us is that it did not know him.  
Dear friends, now we are children of God, and what we will be has not yet been made known.  
But we know that when Christ appears, we shall be like him, for we shall see him as he is. All 
who have this hope in him purify themselves, just as he is pure. 
      
Turn to the person beside you and say:  
 
Slide___________) “You’re A Child of God…That’s Who You Are!”  
 
I love that John, of all the disciples, is teaching us how much God wants to LAVISH his love on 
his children?  See, John knew the intimate love of Jesus better than anyone-he was so close to 
him.  See, Peter, James and John were the inner circle of Jesus’ closest friends and of those… 
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over and over in John’s writing…he claims himself to be “the one in whom Jesus loved.”   
Which probably ticked off the other disciples, like, “Yeah, we know John…HE LOVED YOU 
SO MUCH!”  My brothers and I did the same thing…like, “dad loves me so more than you!”   
  
John’s writings have always been my favorite; if you’re new to Christianity…I’ve always 
suggested that people dive into the book of John first.  There are 4 accounts that tell the life and 
teaching of Jesus—Matthew, Mark and Luke answer the questions… who, what, where, 
when…but John answers the question, WHY!  And that’s why I’m taking an unconventional 
approach to start out this Christmas by explaining the why before you start diving into, “Mary, 
Joseph, Wise Men…” –which is going to be amazing…Jeff has shared with me some of what 
he’s teaching…and its brilliant…I’d encourage you to really pray about who you can invite this 
Christmas season…cause it’s gonna be LIT!  Sooo good!    
      
My approach today, in starting this series is a little unconventional because I want to answer the 
question…why?  Specifically…Why do we celebrate the arrival of a baby?  A child that was 
born over 2000 years ago and why is he different than the rest of humanity…why does it matter 
that “Emmanuel” means God with us?   And…what does all this mean for my life in 2016?   
 
Illus.  This week, I asked my daughter Moriah some ways that I have shown her “Lavish 
LOVE!”  She said…”Dad…it’s usually in the small stuff, like, every time that you tell us who 
we are and speak truth into us.”  I held back tears and it reminded me of how much our words 
shape the hearts and minds of our children. What we speak over them… about who they are and 
what we see in them… becomes the voice inside their head in which they understand 
themselves!  And I think it’s beautiful that God gave us children so we could “get that!”  Our 
Father God wants us to know that he’s crazy about us…he has our picture in his wallet. And he 
wants to LAVISH HIS LOVE ON US!  
 
Illus.  (Pull out Polaroid camera)  
 
I love these Polaroid cameras!  They give you an instant photo… (Take Picture!)  Here’s the 
funny thing about these photos though…we can’t hardly wait to see the picture “come into 
focus” We’re in such a hurry that we shake them and blow on them so the process will speed 
up…but you can mess the picture up if you don’t let it develop on its own…they are made to 
develop over time!  It’s the same with our walk with God.  
 
Slide___________)   
 
Our Father God wants to develop his children into his likeness for his own purposes and in 
his own timing!  
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But yet we want to make him hurry and get on with the process…right?  Especially in December, 
everything gets so rushed, so fast and frantic…and we can easily find ourselves stressed and 
overwhelmed, and if we’re not careful we will blaze right past the meaning and purpose of what 
Christmas is all about.  It reminds me of some words that the great theologians in a band named 
Alabama coined…  J that goes like this 
 
(Play song and put words on screen) 
 
Slide___________)  “I’m in a hurry to get things done… 
     I rush and rush until life’s no fun… 

All I want to do is live and die…  
cause I’m in a hurry and don’t know why!”  
  

In this text…John is teaching us that “we CAN KNOW WHY we LIVE and DIE” He’s saying… 
“Hey, you’re a child of God and his love is being poured out on you and you can become like 
him! He’s just trying to get us to really believe that God’s love is real. AND that we can trust 
that love!  God knew we didn’t understand him…we didn’t know what he was like…we thought 
he was a bunch of rules and regulations…and so he made the decision to leave his place in 
heaven, where he was being worshipped by the angels-- at the right hand of God and yet, he 
chose to become…… a BABY!  What? …think about this…he created Mary…this 14 year old 
girl who belonged to him and yet, our God…G>O>D> placed himself in this sweet girls belly, 
went through the pain of childbirth, and then the “King of Kings, the Lord of Lords, the Alpha 
and Omega-beginning and End—the Almighty God became a fragile, helpless baby!  I’ve had 4 
of these creatures and they’re nasty…. They leak!   ...inevitably when you're in your best 
clothes… on your way out the door…they spew all over you…I hate babies! J  
      
I just love the idea that God made the choice to be breast-fed by his own creation…Mary sang 
God to sleep!  Have you thought about how bizarre this story is? …the Everlasting God came 
here…he was stuck in time and space…100 percent God and 100 percent man at the same 
time…John 1:14 says:  
 
Slide___________)  John 1:14 
 
The Word became flesh and made his dwelling among us. We have seen his glory, the glory of 
the one and only ⌈Son⌉, who came from the Father, full of grace and truth. 
 
A lot of missionaries talk about having an “INCARNATIONAL MINISTRY”…that’s just a 
fancy way of saying, to be among the people and allowing relationships to grow naturally and 
learning the culture of where you are.  Its being in the streets, in the gutter and seeking to 
understand the way they think so you can gain trust and connect with them.   



	

4	
	

That’s exactly what Jesus did when he came here…he demonstrated an incarnational ministry.  
God Incarnate! The Latin word for incarnation is “in carne” which is the same word for meat in 
Spanish.  God had muscles.  God put on SKIN! He had body odor and pimples! He became flesh 
and dwelt amongst us”… SO WHAT…why does that matter Blake?  We now understand God 
since Jesus was the perfect representation of what he is like and who he is—HE CAME INTO 
FOCUS FOR US!  BUT not just that…we also now know that Jesus understands us... We 
understand God and HE understands us!--our God felt what we feel and he bled like we bleed--
How beautiful is that?  And…Ever since he went back to heaven, he’s rockin’ the Tshirt that 
says, “Been There - Done That!”   
  
But why did he go to all the hassle?  What was it for?  Why did he come?  I think it’s because he 
wanted us to have an example of what we are supposed to become…a model of how to love.  He 
showed us how.  And that’s where we seem to mess it up…because we’re not real good at loving 
God’s people like Jesus loved his people.  People often say to me, “I love God and Jesus but I 
don't like the church!”  What?  I don't get that...you can’t say that...clearly you don't understand 
what the church is...the church is Gods people...who are referred to as the “bride of Christ.”   
 
Can you imagine if someone came up to me and said, "Bro...? I love hanging out with you...but 
umm, I can’t stand your wife, Ally...if she's around I'm out."  I'd be like, "Really...how bout I 
pick you up and drop you on your head--you don't talk about my girl."  Do you ever think that 
Jesus feels that way...see, Jesus is our groom and he died for us--his bride...it says in Ephesians 
that he gave himself up for her.  So we better stop talking smack about his girl.  I know it’s hard 
to love people...but I think you’re missing the point of receiving God’s love! 
 
Slide___________)    
 
You weren’t made to be a lake that just stores up God’s love…you’re made to be a river 
that allows God’s love to flow through you!   
 
If you’ve ever had trust damaged in a relationship…then you understand that it takes a long time 
to believe the words of someone that’s betrayed you.  It takes work.  And it takes time-not giving 
up!!!  Letting yourself  “Be loved” is an act of terrifying vulnerability and surrender.  Every one 
of us is on this vulnerable mission to give love and be loved.  We never really know how 
damaged someone is until we try to love them!  Giving LOVE and Being Loved is the most 
important work that we have!  It’s this beautiful and exhausting exchange of you.  Sharing your 
heart.  When our go-to is self-preservation and self-protection, it doesn’t feel natural to give love 
and be loved.  We naturally drift towards isolation and a lack of intimacy, but Jesus’ incarnation 
proves his desire to share his heart with us and step into our seclusion and break us out of our 
shell and teach us how to love.   Especially for dudes…we’re so bad at it!    
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Illus.  I just moved and I don’t know anybody.  But we’re having our house painted and while I 
was talking through the bid, in my pajamas, I said to the painter, “I don’t know anybody here, so, 
will you be my friend?”  That happened…my girls were like, Dad, that’s weird… 
Giving your heart to someone, and trying to build relationships… it’s so vulnerable…whether 
it’s just a friend or the deep intimacy of your spouse! 
 
Slide___________)  1 John 3:14 (TV) 
 
We know that we have passed from death to life, because we love each other. Anyone who does 
not love remains in death.     
 
Let me explain:  The love we understand is broken... it places expectations, its conditional, it 
fleeting, it won’t last-temporary, BUT God’s love is eternal, it’s everlasting…you can’t be 
separated from it and there is no strings attached…only God can give this kind of unconditional 
agape love!  Its divine…it’s not like anything you’ve ever seen or experienced!  When you 
understand that…then you become like John, shouting out, “We’re his children and he loves us 
and we can be like that!”   We don’t deserve that kind of love…its free and anybody can get, no 
matter what sin you’ve committed…God just gives it…all of us the same amount…which seems 
scandalous and irresponsible…but that’s the God we serve and that’s what he wants to lavish on 
us…that kind of love changes us.  Nobody can receive that kind of love and stay the same!  
God’s love poured on us makes us want nothing else--my response was to willingly put to death 
the old man Blake…I killed him…but I was born brand spanking new… and so that’s what this 
text means, “Anyone who does not love remains in death.”   You can make the case that if you 
haven’t been given the love of God then you’re still dead.  Who wouldn’t want to experience the 
love that brings us to life?   God’s love resurrects us… his life becomes our life … his heart 
becomes our heart …his power becomes our power… …his word becomes our words…his love 
becomes our love! 
 
See, the quicker  that we realize that’s the purpose of life, then all of a sudden, our life comes 
into focus!  When we allow God’s Lavish Love to sink in… slowly over time…like a really great 
marinade….then we become juicy with flavor!  That’s the desire of God.  He wants us to 
personify his love.  That’s it.  If he is Love and this book really is the greatest love story that’s 
ever been written, then his kids-children, should look like LOVE.  The Bible says that if we are 
trying to act like God but don’t have love, then we become a “resounding gong or a clanging 
symbol.”  I’ve met that person…the phony Christian…who doesn’t have love, they know a lot, 
they can say all the right things, they talk a big game, but when it comes to actually having 
compassion and caring and seeing the fruits of the spirit alive in them…their just not there.  
They’ve been replaced with being right…with the knowledge of religion instead of being known 
in a relationship.   
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It’s pretty telling. Most people turn away from God because of other Christians, it’s usually not 
because of bad theology, it’s because God’s followers don’t have love.  Have you forgotten what 
love looks like?  Do you hurt for widows? For single moms?  Does it bother you that homeless 
are hungry?  How about there are little girls that are being trafficked by evil men as we sit here in 
church?  Does your heart break for the things that break the heart of God?  Because if it 
does…then the pain of humanity leads us to do something.  
 
Slide___________)  1 John 3:16-18 (TV) 
 
This is how we know what love is: Jesus Christ laid down his life for us. And we ought to lay 
down our lives for one another. If any one of you has material possessions and sees a brother or 
sister in need but has no pity on them, how can the love of God be in you? Dear children, let us 
not love with words or tongue but with actions and in truth. 
 
Words are cheap.  If your words don’t match your willingness to sacrifice then just please –“for 
the love of God”- stop talking.  Intention without action is nothing more than a useless dream.  
We are what we do…not what we say or intend.  Take action! Because an inch of movement is 
better than miles of intention.  Let’s not just say, “We Love You” or “God loves you.”  Prove it.  
Show up.  Earn trust.  Love hard!”   
 
That’s what we do!   That’s who we are!   In actions and truth…not just talk.  There’s tons of 
places to dive in and serve for the Kingdom of God…I just want to give you permission to stop 
making excuses…don’t believe the lies that you’re not good enough to help other people.  That’s 
a lie.  I’d like to close by going back to 1 John 3:3…all who have this hope in him purify 
themselves, just as he is pure. 
      
Our belief and our HOPE in Christ purifies us so that we can believe God’s love to be true and 
he then purifies us to allow our love to be given to the world!   The word Lavish actually means 
to pour down like rain, to have abundance or to overflow! 
 
Illus.  (Pour water into heart that overflows into everything else.)   
 
When we are born…we are born with a pure heart.  But the world has a way of darkening that 
heart with Sin. With heart ache.   With pain.  With Despair.  Broken relationships.  Bad Health.  
Bad Financial Decisions.  Which leaves us Black!  Then we start to believe the lie that we don’t 
have the right tools to love people.  We start to have doubt, insecurities and struggle to love 
ourselves or anyone around us and we get in the way of ourselves.  But when God brings us to 
life, he pours our love into us and his love purifies us just as HE IS PURE!  This is true for you 
today.  My prayer is that you will allow God’s Lavish love to purify you so you can love the 
world with action and truth!             Let’s Pray. 
 


