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HIGHLY UNLIKELY 
                 1 Kings 17:7 Widow at Zarephath 
 
 
This story occurs during the reign of King Ahab who goes down in history 
as the king who “did more to provoke the Lord, the God of Israel to anger 
than did all the kings of Israel before him” (I Kings 16:33) He was 
married to Jezebel and worshipped Baal, thus breaking the commandment 
to have no other God. Elijah told him there would be no rain until he said 
so. A drought came, Elijah had gone to Kerith Revine, and ravens fed him. 
Now he was going to Zarapheth in Sidon where a widow would feed him.  
 
God sent the prophet to an unlikely place where he would find 
an unlikely person, who would be required to do an unlikely 
thing in order to see an unlikely result. 
 

• Welcome to the way God works.  
• His ways are highly unlikely and entirely miraculous.  
• God has always used the least likely to do the unimaginable 

 
1. When God wanted to shift how church done across the 

world 
 
He went to OKC                      UNLIKELY PLACE 
He found Craig                       UNLIKELY PERSON 
He developed multisite              UNLIKELY METHOD 
Largest church in USA              UNLIKELY RESULT 

 
2.  When God wanted to get more people reading the Bible 

999 versions 692 languages 
 

He went to OKC                         UNLIKELY PLACE 
He found Bobby                          UNLIKELY PERSON 
Give it away free Lifechurch.tv       UNLIKELY METHOD 
154,077,747                              UNLIKELY RESULT 

 
3. When God wanted to see slavery addressed 

 
He went to Australia                    UNLIKELY PLACE 
He found Chris                           UNLIKELY PERSON 
He said start in Europe                 UNLIKELY METHOD 
More traffickers in jail than ever    UNLIKELY RESULT 
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1.  UNLIKELY PLACE 
 
God sent Elijah to the place that Jezebel was from 
They were in the midst of a famine  
 
It amazes me that God often sends us to unlikely places, and that is 
where our provision is 
It is in the most unlikely places that our provision lays. 
The most unlikely place is normally where we are NOW 
 

• We think if I was anywhere else but here. If only I was 
there. 

• “If I was in a better job, I could do more” 
• “If I was married I could do more” 
• “If I was single I could do more” 
• “If I was not in school I could do more” 
• “If I lived somewhere else I could do more” 
• If I was where Christine is.  
• But what is there for you, is here for me 
• We only ever have here, and if we learn to obey here we 

will get there 
• There is actually only ever here 
• Wherever you are right now is the place God wants you to start 
• You can only start where you are 
• You grow to where you need to go 

 
You only have certain things to invest in life: time, talent, 
treasure tongue, and you need to start doing something with it 
HERE not THERE 
 

• Your place may seem the most unlikely of places. 
• I was in Australia in a government-assisted house, poorest zip code. 
• That’s where all this started.  
• I had to discover God would be faithful when I had 

nothing, so I could trust him when I had something 
• I had to discover that if God assigned me he would find me in 

COUNTRY TOWNS OF AUSTRALIA 
 
EG: YOUTH ALIVE- COUNTRY TOWNS Joyce Meyer $50,000 
Now I am sowing into the youth of America. But I started in a 
church in Australia, giving my time, talent, treasure, tongue. I 
gave what I could DRIVER, where I was. SERVANTHOOD LED TO 
DESTINY 
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2.  UNLIKELY PERSON 
 
God has not only sent Elijah to an unlikely place, he also sent him to an 
unlikely person 

• There is a widow. A single mother. A gentile limited by gender and 
ethnicity 

• She was the poorest of the poor and the least of the least 
• Her community is ravaged by drought 

 
A non-believing widow, in a dry land, with no food and drink 
who is ready to curl up and die. GREAT CANDIDATE FOR 
PROVISION 
 

• Can you imagine what the media would do with this? 
• God does unlikely things with unlikely people 
• That is why he uses you and me! 
• He invites us into his plan to co-labour with Him as he builds his 

church 
• You do not have to be the richer, smarter, prettier, thinner, funnier 
• You just have to be you and God wants to use you 

 
So often we think God cannot use us, because we are unlikely 
But ordinary people are the only people God has ever used 
 

• Moses- did not think he was eloquent enough 
• Jeremiah thought he was too young 
• Gideon thought he was the least 
• I thought I was unnamed, unwanted, unqualified 
• Now running A21 

 
God says I want to use you. You have time, talent, treasure and a tongue 
Will you allow me to work through you?  
 
 

• God has always used the foolish things of this world to confound the 
wise [ 1 Corinthians 1:27] 

• It is in our weakness that he is made strong 
• He used 12 unlikely men to turn the world upside down 
• We are all he has got---its how he shows off! 
• He is not looking for ability but availability 
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3.  UNLIKELY STRATEGY 
 
Elijah made a strange request.  
 
But God always gives us unlikely strategies to gain the victory 
 
A. “Bring me a piece of bread [vs. 11]” 
 

• “I don’t have any bread [vs. 12]”--- The woman could only 
see what she did not have. 

• She did not realise the ingredients for a miracle we in her midst 
• What she saw as -- “Only a handful of flour in a jar and 

a little oil in a jug [vs. 12]” were the ingredients for a 
miracle 

• She had a scarcity mentality 
• All she could see was what she did not have – she did not realise 

the miracle was waiting to happen in what she did have. 
• What do you have?  
• It is there in seed form. A seed never looks like much, but contains 

all you need 
 

EXAMPLE: $10.00 --- I ONLY have $10.00 I can’t do anything 
                     I HAVE $10:00 I MUST do something 
 
Don’t abort the potential in the seed by not sowing it- activate it by 
sowing--- Time. Talent. Treasure. Tongue.  
 

• The exit from need is always seed 
• There is enough to go around 
• Give what you have don’t talk about what you do not have 
• Don’t treat life like musical chairs. There is always going to be one 

chair short and I am trying to not lose 
 
“Now he who supplies seed to the sower and bread for food will also 
supply and increase your store of seed and will enlarge the harvest of 
your righteousness. You will be enriched in every way so that you can be 
generous on every occasion, and through us your generosity will result in 
thanksgiving to God” [2 Corinthians 9:10-11] 
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B. Generosity is the goal. 

 
“The world of the generous gets larger and larger; the world of the stingy 
gets smaller and smaller. The one who blesses others is abundantly 
blessed; those who help others are helped” Proverbs 11:24-25 
[Message] 
 

• Generous people make their money work for them 
• Generous people are not only about their needs but about the world 
• This church is blessed to be a blessing 
• Generosity is a heart and perspective issue not a money issue 
• You can have a little and be generous and a lot and be stingy 
• When we give generously we are most like God 
• For God so loved that he GAVE [Jn 3:16] 
• It is BETTER to GIVE than receive [Acts 20:35] 
• Open your heart, open your hand, open your life 

 
 
C. “Don’t be afraid [vs. 13]” --- I love this response from 
Elijah 

• He knew the issue was not “money” “resources” it was fear 
• When we withhold and focus on what we do not have we are driven 

by fear 
• We do not see what we have only what we do not 
• Fear paralyses. Cripples and immobilises us 
• It causes us to hold on when we should let go 
• We do not give what we have not because we do not have 

it to give but we fear what we won’t have if we give it 
• The point is she did not have enough anyway--- she & her son were 

going to die  
• So many of us pull back from giving what we have because we think 

it will run out 
• We have a scarcity mentality of God---its going to run out 
• Keynesian Economics: The allocation of scarce resources 
• I don’t have enough time, money, exercise friends, education 
• But God does not run out. He is the God of more than enough. 

 
 
2 Corinthians 9:8 “And God is able to bless you abundantly, so that in 
all things, at all times, having all that you need, you will abound in every 
good work” 
 
When you know where your supply comes from you know it is never ending. 
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Here is how you can determine wether you know where your supply comes 
from--- the test of FIRST 
 
D. “But First [vs. 13]” --- here is the issue of obedience.  
 

• It is an issue of first things first, priority & trust 
• Matthew 6:33 “Seek first the kingdom of God” 
• We think WHEN I have THEN I will 
• But God says with WHAT YOU HAVE FIRSTLY give 
• Give time first--- you wont have more later 
• Give talent first--- or you won’t later 
• Give tongue first --- not only when someone is nice 
• Give treasure first --- or you won’t later 

 
This was obviously a widow who did not have much, but she was asked to 
obey FIRST--- unlikely strategy 
 
I think God is into unlikely strategies. He says I will build my 
church and this is how I will enable her to run. I am not going 
to ask 5 millionaires to fund my church, I am going to invite 
the entire church to bring their tithe {the first 10%] into the 
storehouse. 
 
TITHING IS ABOUT FIRST 10%: 
God invites and includes everyone in His kingdom plan:--- 
 
“Bring the whole tithe into the storehouse, that there may be food in my 
house. Test me in this, says the Lord Almighty, and see if I will not throw 
open the floodgates of heaven and pour out so much blessing that you will 
not have room enough for it”  [Malachi 3:10] 
 

• Wall St promise: you can’t contain it? 
• Woman’s miracle depended upon her giving the FIRST piece to the 

prophet-- Greek orthodox: I used to tip God 50c & 20c 
• No matter how much you earn or don’t, you can play a part 
• He gives us all the opportunity to build his church.  
• I have found that the tithe is not income dependant it is obedience 

dependant 
• I tithed when I was on $60.00 per week as a youth worker 
• I tithe today 
• God knew if he could trust me to tithe then I would now. If I did 

not tithe on $60.00 I would not tithe on more. 
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4.  UNLIKELY OUTCOME 
 
So there was food every day for Elijah and for the woman and her family. 
For the jar of flour was not used up and the jug of oil did not run dry 
[vs.15 & 16]  
 

• The woman ended up not running out 
• When you give what God tells you to give, you are giving out of his 

unlimited resource 
• It does not make sense 
• Impossible odds set the stage for a miracle 
• You cannot out give God --- God takes your not enough and turns it 

into more than enough 
• He will give you more time, talent, treasure,  
• It is better to give than receive because giving is the only way you 

will never run out 
 
Eg: Nick & I building fund. Night job = free rent for a year 
Eg: Nick went to commission only and earned 3 times his salary 
when we committed 
Eg: We said yes to missions—someone paid for a nanny and 
airfares 

• All of these were impossible scenarios.  
• We did what we could and God did what only he could 
• Same principle with a global ministry 

 
A.  Her miracle would need a miracle 

 
• The widow did not know when she fed Elijah the last of her 

food, she was saving the life of the man who would save her 
son 

• When I sowed into Hillsong 25 years ago I did not know 
providing a youth group for my daughter in LA 

• You never know how much you are going to need who and 
what is on the other side of your giving 

• How often has this church helped your marriage? 
• Helped you in sickness? 
• Helped you in a financial crisis? 
• Seen a loved one saved? 
• Helped your children in church? 
• Helped your teenager? 
• Helped you not to give up? 
• Had a word in season for you? 
• Lifechurch.tv--- You are a blessing to the Body of Christ 
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• When will be enough? When everyone has been reached with 
the Gospel 

• Thousands in church --- millions are not 
• Hundreds of millions of bibles- billions don’t have 1 

 
• Generosity has brought you this far and will take you further 
• Are you willing to lay it all down and give it all over again? 

 
God still goes to 
Unlikely Places 
Still uses 
Unlikely People 
Still implements 
Unlikely strategies 
Still produces 
Unlikely Outcomes 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


